
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



123 February, 1899. MODERN LANGUAGE NOTES. Vol. xiv, No. 2. 124 



other English poet save one only " is to Dr. 
Jessopp only "more or less frivolous." He ig- 
nores most of the pieces; arbitrarily denies that 
Donne could have written others; and con- 
cludes that if any are considered good it is sure- 
ly for the sake of the poet and not because of 
the poems. In short, it is not John Donne the 
poet, nor yet John Donne the man in whom 
Dr. Jessopp is interested, and of whom he 
writes. It is the Reverened Doctor Donne, 
Vicar of St. Dunstans, Rector of Sevenoaks 
and Keyston, Preacher of Lincoln's Inn, Dean 
of St. Paul's, and Prolocutor of Parliament. 

Perhaps this is as it should be in a con- 
sideration of Donne as a "leader of religion." 
Yet the student who wishes to know of the 
poet or of the whole man, cannot but be dis- 
appointed to find two-thirds of his life dis- 
missed as insignificant, while the other third 
is magnified as all important. Nor is there 
given any new view of even the selected third. 
Instead there is presented so much theological 
and ecclesiastical matter, so many incidental 
disquisitions upon human weakness, prayer, 
martyrs and the like ; and such frequent em- 
ployment of technical pulpit phraseology that 
the book seems to be written rather around 
Donne than about him. Lay representation 
among Donne's friends, even, is discouraged. 
The Woodwards are not mentioned, the in- 
timate Brooks are passed with occasional 
words ; his life long friend Sir Henry Wotton 
is dismissed in twenty lines,— the church ac- 
quaintance, Bishop Morton, occupies seven 
pages. 

Donne's prose theological work is, however, 
given just attention ; and in some parts of the 
book there is commendable fulness of detail. 
While no new glimpses of Donne's personality 
are given, the many things told concerning the 
people who touched him help a conception of 
his immediate surroundings, and of the at- 
mosphere of the times. An account of Donne's 
Essays in Divinity, edited by Dr. Jessopp in 
1855, but now long out of print, is welcome. 
It was a service to make easily accessible in 
the volume the handful of selected letters, one 
of them never before published, the woodcut 
of Donne's house at Mitcham (p. 58), and the 
two portraits. Marshall's "Oct. 18, 1591" por- 
trait, taken probably from Dr. Grosart's quarto, 



and the " Winding-sheet portrait "are given. 
Dr. Jessopp nowhere comments upon these, 
but a description is to be found in Chambers 
(1:237). Dr. Jessopp's appendices are useful 
in giving the poet's pedigree, his will, and his 
descendants. 

In conclusion, Dr. Jessopp's work may lend 
some service to students by its incidental con- 
tributions and by its presentation of an idea of 
the cleric which may be embodied along with 
the more familiar idea of the poet into some 
future study of the entire man. On the whole, 
however, the sketch will probably have its 
greatest usefulness among the "generality of 
readers " for whom it was intended. 

Clyde B. Furst. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 



GERMAN LANGUAGE. 

German/or Beginners. A Reader and Gram- 
mar, by L. Harcourt. Second Edition 
Revised and Enlarged. Marburg: N. G. 
Elwert. London: Whittaker & Co., 1898. 

This book consists of three parts: about one 
hundred pages of reading matter, thirty pages 
of grammar, and forty pages of explanatory and 
grammatical notes. The first part is well done ; 
it contains a great variety of selections from 
excellent German authors, and is well adapted 
to the needs of all kinds of beginners. The 
second and third parts are not badly done, 
but, like many other attempts to palliate or 
mitigate the severity of systematic grammar 
study, are somewhat arbitrary, and would 
therefore be rather difficult to use for anyone 
but the author herself, or those acquainted 
with her method. 

Conrad Bierwirth. 
Harvard University. 



MARGUERITE DE NA VARRE. 

To the Editors of Mod. Lang. Notes, 

Sirs: — In Mod. Lang. Notes.xiv, cols. 1-8, 
appeared an article, entitled The Infinitive with 
Subject Accusative in Marguerite de Navarre, 
by J. Charles Walker, Ph. D. I beg leave to 
offer a few suggestions in regard to this study. 
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